The tile compound, (I), contains halogen and methoxy groups, which can react with differen groups to prepare various functional organic compounds as a fine organic intermediate (Ran et al., 2000) . we report herein its crystal structure.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 9 H 11 BrO 2 , molecules are stacked parallel to the b-axis direction, forming double layers in which the molecules are arranged head-tohead, with the bromomethyl groups pointing towards each other.
Related literature
For background to the use of the title compound as a pharmaceutical intermediate, see: Ran et al. (2000) . For bondlength data, see: Allen et al. (1987) -Nonius, 1985) ; cell refinement: CAD-4 Software; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009 ); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
In the molecule of the tile compound ( Fig.1) , the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges.
The O1 and O2 atoms (Table 1) lie in the benzene ring plane. No intramolecular hydrogen bonds were observed.
In the crystal structure, the molecules are stacked along the b axis and the 'double layers' of molecules lying with all their bromomethyl groups together (Fig.2) .
Experimental 4-methoxyphenol (18.6 g,0.15 mol) was dissolved with stirring in water (80 ml) containing sodium hydroxide (9.0 g, 0.25 mol) and TBAB (0.48 g, 0.0015 mol) and then added dropwise to excess refluxing ethylene dibromide (65 g, 0.35 mol). The reaction mixture was heated under reflux for 12 h, cooled and extracted into chloroform. The combined organic extracts were washed with water, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , filtered and evaporated to dryness to yield an oil. Fractionation under reduced pressure yielded 1-Bromo-2-(4-methoxyphenoxy)ethane as a colorless oil, then cooled to give 27.3 g white solid (78.9% yield). Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with O-H = 0.82 and C-H = 0.93 Å for aromatic H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C/O), where x = 1.2 for aromatic H and x = 1.5 for other H. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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